Digital Printing Resources

Suppliers List

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

83 Station Road 

West Wickham  

Kent BR4 0PX

Tel: 0208 7772228 

Fax: 0208 7772276 

Email: sales@thecomputersolution.co.uk
http://www.thecomputersolution.co.uk
Contact: John Luxford

· Epson Stylus Colour 4000  – approx £1400 (check for latest prices)  

· Supplier for Epson printer and any additional hardware and software and computers – both desktop and laptop.  Also offers school technical support and can supply any make of computer, etc.

· Epson Stylus A2 Inkjet printer – not a digital printer, but adaptable for textile printing  – also ask for printer cable and spare paper ink cartridges 

· Reactive dyes needed to print directly on to natural fabrics must be purchased from a separate supplier

· Disperse dyes for printing onto synthetic fabrics and also onto other substrates such as mouse mats, etc must be purchased from alternative supplier

· Works with schools, networks etc – delivery and set up (there is a charge for this)

Two types of printer for this process:

Epson Stylus Color 1290 or 1290c – 6 colours – A3 printer

Epson Stylus Color 4000 8 colour printer

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WHALEYS OF BRADFORD LTD

Harris Court

Great Horton

Bradford

West Yorkshire

BD7 4EQ

Tel: 01274 576718

Fax: 01274 521309

Email: whaleys@btinternet.com
http://www.whaleys.co.uk
Contact: Lorraine Riley or Paul Jowett

· Supply a range of fabrics for digital printing ( Specially prepared fabrics which uses reactive dyes which need to be set using steam and be rinsed before being used)

· Supply a whole range of fabrics/textile products – check with contact for latest price list and fabrics available

· Also supply heat seal backing paper needed for reactive or acid dye printing

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

COLPLAN ENGINEERING LTD

35 Princess Street

Rochdale

Lancashire

OL12 0HA

Tel: 01706 655899

Fax: 01706 354 746

Email: paulnoone@colplan.freeserve.co.uk
Contact: Paul Noone

· Suppliers of dyes for printing direct to natural fabrics (Cibaron range for reactive printing)

· Suppliers of dyes for transfer/sublimation printing (Terasil range of dyes – for dispersal (transfer printing) onto synthetic fabrics and other surfaces/substrates

· Suppliers of cleaning fluid – used when changing from one dye/ink type to another

· Offer a bureau service for printing onto larger sizes e.g 36” upwards (contact for prices) 

· Offer technical advice on all aspects of digital printing

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RA SMART 

Clough Bank

Grimshaw Lane

Bollington 

Macclesfield

Cheshire SK10 5NZ

Tel: 01625 576884 or 01625 576231

Fax: 01625 576201

Email: kevin@rasmart.co.uk or magnus@rasmart.co.uk
Contact: Kevin Lewis

http://www.rasmart.co.uk
· Specialist suppliers to the screen printing industry

· Supplier of Epson Stylus 4000 A2 Printer, Epson Stylus Colour 1290 or 1290c A3 printer

· Also industrial-size digital printers  - (digital print bureau available for printing of larger widths) 

· The dyes 1 – Reactive dyes for printing onto natural fibres

· The dyes 2 – Disperse dyes for transfer printing onto synthetic fibres 

· The dyes 3 – Disperse dyes for transfer printing onto wood, metal and ceramic  

· In some cases ‘Sublimspray’ must be applied to the surface before printing (e.g. MDF)

· Sublimation paper is required for printing designs before applying to other surfaces (paper can be supplied on the roll to fit Epson 4000, or can be purchased in packets of A3 or A4, either lightweight or heavyweight paper packs of 50 or 75 or 100)

· Dyes are supplied in cartridge form (up to 300ml) and also some larger sizes (prices on request) as well as in bottle form (half-litre and litre sizes)

· A bulk feed system allows you to top up the colours individually

· Suppliers of cleaning fluid- this is needed when changing from one substrate to another. This can be supplied both in cartridge form and ½ or 1 litre bottles

Other details

· Supplier of a wide range of pre-treated fabrics for digital printing using reactive dyes

· RA Smart supply a range of steamers for fabrics dyed with reactive dyes 

· For printing onto synthetic fabrics and other surfaces you will need a heat press – contact RA Smart for latest prices these start at £350.00+vat

· Offer a range of technical support

Other products

· Pre-coated metal for printing – colours include bronze/copper/white/gold/silver

· Mouse mats – white 

· Cup mats – white

· Jigsaws in A4 and A3 size – white 

· T-shirts and Sports shirts that can be printed on

· Also supply heat presses that can be adapted for printing onto caps and mugs and plates

· Steaming paper

· Polyester fabrics for direct printing

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EASTMAN’S STAPLES 

Lockwood Road 

Huddersfield HD1 3QW   

Tel:  01484 888888 

Fax: 01484 88 88 00 

Email: enquiries@eastman.co.uk
· Suppliers of heat seal paper (large rolls) needed for backing on to fabrics when using either reactive or acid dyes

· Other textiles supplies and equipment

· Full product catalogue and student catalogue

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GEORGE WEIL

Old Portsmouth Road

Peasmarsh

Guilford, Surrey

GU3 1LZ

Tel: 01483 565800

Fax: 01483 565807

Email: sales@georgeweil.co.uk 

http://www.georgeweil.co.uk 

· General textiles and other textile products

· Steaming paper

· Bullet steamer 

· Fabrics 

For complete specification for printers, visit the Epson web site. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I-Sub – Digital Printing company

Contact Andrew Redfern 

Tel 07971 258816 (mobile)

http://www.i-sub.co.uk
I Sub Limited

Gilmorton Road

Lutterworth

LecestershireLE17 4DZ

Tel 01455 203 204

Fax 01455 203 207

Suppliers of Heat Presses, Printers, Sublimation paper, Inks/Dyes in cartridge form and bulk feed system. Also a wide range of fabrics and substrates for disperse printing. Heat resistant tape used for holding designs in place.

Reference Sites

Each reference site is equipped with a digital printer and materials.   Contact your nearest site to arrange to see the software and printing in progress.  Please call in advance to arrange an appointment.  You may also enquire about getting your own fabrics printed.

Ten regional support centres are available for local teachers. These centres provide training, technical support and advice, and hold regular meetings to share good practice. The centres have direct access to technical support from SpeedStep. SpeedStep asks that all technical issues be addressed by the support centres. Queries must not be sent directly to SpeedStep. The contact details for the 10 sites are;
	Ms Barbara Mottershead
The LPDS Centre
Southport Road
Chorley
Lancashire
PR7 1NG
Tel: 01257 516100
Fax: 01257 516101
Email: bmottershead.lcc@virgin.net
Area: North West


	Ms Jenny Dein
Sheffield Hallam University
Design and Technology Education
School of Cultural Studies
Psalter Lane Campus
Sheffield
S11 8UZ
Tel: 0114 2252763
Fax: 0114 2252603
Email: j.dein@shu.ac.uk
Area: North East

	Ms Lindsay Fidler 
19 Howard Street
Sutton in Ashfield
Nottinghamshire
NG17 4DD
Tel: 01623 400563
Email: lindsay.fidler@ntlworld.com
Area: East Midlands

	Mr Mike Finney
William Farr CE Comprehensive School
Lincoln Road
Welton
Lincoln
LN2 3JB
Tel: 01673 866900
Email: MdFinney74@aol.com
Area: East Midlands
	Ms Rose Sinclair
Dept. of Design
Goldsmiths College
13 Laurie Grove
New Cross
London
SE14 6NW
Tel: 0207 919 7779
Mob: 07887 947770
Fax: 0207 919 7783
Email: R.Sinclair@gold.ac.uk
Area: South East

	Mr Martin Harvey
John Kelly Boys Technology College
Crest Road
Neasden
Brent
London
NW2 7SN
Tel: 0208 4528700
Email: martin_harvey_jkb@hotmail.com
Area: South East England

	Ms Heidi Ambrose-Brown
Heart of England School
Gipsy Lane
Balsall Common
Nr Coventry
CV37 7FW
Tel: 01676 536743
Fax: 01676 534282
Email: heidiambrose@mail.com
Area: West Midlands
	Ms Alison Stedman
Cornwall Design and Making Centre
Church Road
Pool
Redruth
Cornwall
TR15 3PZ
Tel: 01209 719 354
Fax: 01209 715 138
Email: astedman@cornwall.gov.uk
Area: South West England
	Ms Liz Queeding
Budmouth Technology College
Chickerell Road
Weymouth
Dorset
DT4 9SY
Tel: 01305 830529
Fax: 01305 766389
Email: queedinge@budmouth.tcnet.org.uk
Area: South West England


Supplies

I want to print onto Natural Fabrics and paper only – what do I need?

Basic Set up

1. Epson colour stylus 4000 – RA Smart or I-Sub

2. Epson Ink cartridges for printing onto paper- Computer Solutions

3. Printer cable (see #1) or any Computer supplier

4. 1x roll steaming paper (stops colours running when steaming) – RA Smart or George Weil

5. Reactive dyes – cartridge form – RA Smart or Colplan Engineering 

6. Cleaning fluid cartridge form – RA Smart or Colplan

7. Fabric either Cotton, Wool or Silk for digital Printing– RA Smart or Whaleys of Bradford

8. Heat Seal Paper – RA Smart or Eastman Staples

To steam fabric and set colours after printing, remove heat seal paper and steam using:

· Bullet Steamer – RA Smart, or George Weil (Instructions supplied for steaming fabrics good as can do lengths

· Rice/Vegetable steamer – any local electrics store (high-end approx £40-50), Once used for steaming fabrics cannot be used for food.  Fabrics can be wrapped in steaming paper or muslin and hung in the steamer or rolled and laid flat

· Very good quality steam iron (approx £50)
If you want to print in large quantities:

1. Bulk feed system – Colplan Engineering or RA Smart, I-Sub

2. Reactive dyes – Colplan Engineering or RA Smart

3. Cleaning fluid – Colplan Engineering or RA Smart, I-sub
4. Disperse dyes – Colpan Engineering or RA Smart, I-Sub
I want to print onto natural fabrics, synthetic fabrics and paper – what do I need?

1. Epson Colour Stylus 1290 or 1290c, Epson colour stylus 4000 or Computer Solutions or RA Smart or other printer supplier

2. Printer cable - Computer Solutions or other printer/computer  supplier

3. Epson Ink cartridges for printing onto paper- Computer Solutions or other printer supplier

4. 1x roll steaming paper – RA Smart or George Weil

5. Reactive dyes – cartridge form – RA Smart

6. Disperse dyes – cartridge form – RA Smart, I-Sub

7. Cleaning fluid cartridge form – RA Smart, Colplan engineering

8. Poly/cotton (60/40 or 70/30 or 80/20 blend) or 100% Polyester, Spandex, Nylon – Whaleys or RA Smart

9.  Cotton/wool/silk/ for reactive dye printing – RA Smart or Whaleys 

10. 1 x roll of heat seal paper  - RA Smart or Eastman Staples

11.  1 x Bullet steamer  - RA Smart, or George Weil approx £800.00
or Rice steamer any local electrics store – high end approx £40-50
12.  1 x heat press for transfer printing onto synthetic fabrics or 1 x high quality iron and Teflon sheet

 To print in large quantities:

1. Bulk feed system – Colplan Engineering or RA Smart, or I-Sub

2. Reactive dyes ½ or 1 litre bottles – Colplan Engineering or RA Smart

3. Cleaning fluid ½ or 1 litre bottles – Colplan Engineering or RA Smart
I want to print onto natural fabrics, synthetic fabrics, paper, metals and other surfaces– what do I need?  (printing in bulk)
1. Epson Colour Stylus1290 or 1290c, Epson Colour Style 4000 – Computer Solutions or RA Smart  I-Sub

2. Printer cable – Computer Solutions or other printer supplier

3. 1 x roll sublimation paper – RA Smart, I-Sub

4. 1x roll steaming paper – RA Smart or George Weil

5. Reactive dyes – by the ½/1 litre Colplan Engineering or RA Smart

6. Disperse dyes – by the ½ or 1 litre Colplan Engineering or RA Smart , or I-Sub

7. Cleaning fluid – by the ½ or 1 litre Colplan Engineering or RA Smart  or I-Sub

8. Poly /cotton (60/40 or 70/30 blend) or 100% polyester– RA Smart or Whaleys 

9. Cotton/silk/wool for reactive dye printing – RA Smart or Whaleys 

10. Heat seal paper – RA Smart or Eastman Staples

11. Metal – RA Smart, I-Sub

12. Jigsaws – RA Smart, I-Sub

13. Sublimspray  (for use on other surfaces) – RA Smart

13. Mouse mat/cup mats – RA Smart, I-Sub

14. 1 x Bullet steamer – RA Smart or George Weil
or Rice steamer any local electrics store – high end approx £40-50
For transfer/sublimation printing
· 1 x heat press for transfer printing onto synthetic fabrics/metal/ceramics/wood (please note that for cups, a special heat press is required) 

· Pre-coated products or use of Sublimspray for printing on ceramics OR

· 1 x high quality iron and Teflon sheet if don’t have heat press

How to apply colour to fabrics

For printing directly onto fabric (reactive or acid dye printing)

1. Create design and save design using graphics software

2. Set up print parameters on Epson printer

3. Cut fabric to printer width size

4. Ensure that reactive dyes are installed

5. Apply heat seal paper to fabric (only natural fabrics) by ironing (heat seal paper reacts to moisture so needs to be kept wrapped)

6. Feed into printer 

7. Print design

8. Peel off heat seal paper 

9. Wrap fabrics in Steaming paper to prevent colour transfer, Steam fabric for approx 30mins

10. Rinse in warm water and dry

For printing sublimation onto synthetics fabrics

1. Create design using appropriate software

2. Set up print parameters on printer

3. Ensure that disperse dyes are installed 

4. Feed in sublimation paper (do not feed directly from roll as it’s too heavy)

5. Print design onto paper

6. Heat up heat press or iron  (temp needs to be between 190 –220’degrees depending on fabric)

7. Lay protective paper on work surface or Teflon Sheet, lay SYNTHETIC fabric right side up, then design on  face down on top of the fabric – apply heat for recommended time

8. Fabric is ready to use – no additional finishing needed

For printing sublimation onto other surfaces 

(metal/wood/ceramics/jigsaws/mouse or cup mats)

Note: these products are flat and only a few millimetres thick – check heat press settings before applying design

1. Create design

2. Set up print parameters on printer

3. Ensure disperse dyes are installed

4. Feed in sublimation paper

5. Print design onto paper

6. Heat up heat press or iron

7. Apply design to surface (NOTE: for metals, remove protective film prior to printing)
8. Product is ready for use or other development

Costs

Average costs – check with suppliers for latest details, VAT and transport costs

Supplies

Dyes

· Dyes by the ½ litre = approx £47-£52

· Dyes by the 1 litre = approx £ 80-£85

Cleaning fluid

· Cleaning fluid ½ litre approx £35-£50 

· Cleaning fluid by the 1 litre – £60-£80

Steamers

· 1 x Bullet steamer (large) – approx £700

· Rice steamer – electrical outlets – £25-50

· Bamboo steamer £10.00

Heat presses

· Heat press 12 x 15 – for sublimation transfer printing approx £450 RA Smart

· Heat press 9 x 12 – for sublimation transfer printing approx £350 RA Smart

· Larger size heat presses POA – I-Sub or RA Smart

· Metals – POA (for sublimation/transfer printing only) RA Smart or I-Sub

· Jigsaw – POA (for sublimation/transfer printing only) RA Smart or I-Sub

· Mouse mats – POA (for sublimation/transfer printing only) RA Smart or I-Sub

· Cup mats – POA (for sublimation/transfer printing only) RA Smart or I-Sub

· Other printing subtrates contact RA Smart or I-Sub for further details

Printer 

· Epson Stylus 1290 or 1290c – 6 colour printer only approx £280.

· Epson Stylus 4000 – 8 colour approx £1200-1400

· Epson Stylus 7000 – 6 colour approx £2400 without stand

· Epson Stylus 7000 – 6 colour approx £2700 with stand

· I-Sub has smaller A4 Printers for use 

Papers

· Heat seal paper – POA

· Sublimation paper – by the roll, A3 precut or A4  precut POA

· Teflon sheet either from Lakeland Plastics, Rainbow Silks, or local supermarket price between £2.99 and £9.00 depending on supplier

 Irons

· Irons – electrical outlets – £40-50 for best results 

· Flat irons presses can be used with or without steam approx £200-£300

Fabrics

For sublimation (transfer printing) only:

· Polyester from £2/metre (does not need to be pre-treated prior to printing)

· Nylons

· Spandex

· Acrylics

· Any synthetic fibre fabric, test samples for time and print effects

For direct (reactive dye printing) only:

· Wool from £3.50/metre 

· Silk from £4.50/metre

· Cotton from £3.50/metre

· Other fabrics POA

Notes
· Fabric widths measure from 36” (90cm) to 75” (180cm).  These will need to be cut to 17” (41cm) widths before printing.  The same applies to heat seal paper, which is can be used 3 or 4 times.
· To print using the heat transfer method, you need a high wattage iron (approx 1800 watts or higher).  Use a Teflon sheet to disperse the heat across the dyes. 

· You may find it helpful to purchase 3 bulks feed systems – 1 for each type of dye and also for the cleaning fluid, as it makes it easier when changing while printing.  Or, you might purchase two printers, each running with a particular dye type.  You will find that dyes are cheaper purchased in bulk than individually in cartridge form.

· You will need to experiment with the printing techniques and calibrate printers using the software

· You will need to experiment with the printing techniques and calibrate heat presses

· Printer maintenance is essential and the printer head cleaning should be run at least once per week. Do not leave printer in direct sunlight, and if printer is to be left for a length of time unused the it should be cleaned with cleaning fluid.  You will need to run several prints on the printer before using for printing to make sure that inks have recharged in the printheads

· Cleaning fluid should be used to clean the printer heads at regular intervals 

Software

You can use the following software

· Speedstep ProPainter Software
· Any graphics or paint software 
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